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Monday, May 31, National Memorial Day, the Alexandria VA R.E. Lee Camp #726’s Color Sergeant, Elliott Scott Van Ness, organized and directed the Camp’s participation in the National Memorial Day Parade on Constitution Avenue.  To right in the center is the Camp Commander James Carlin Becker and his wife Carol.  Carrying the banner are former Commander Nicholas Donnell Ward, left, and on the right Camp Adjutant Joseph Judson Smith III who is also Adjutant of the Samuel Cooper Chapter, Military Order of Stars and Bars.  Joining the R.E. Lee Camp were the Maryland Division Color Guard, SCV; 4th Virginia Cavalry, SCV; Frank Stringfellow Camp, SCV; Samuel Cooper Chapter member Bob Brown driving his fire-engine red ’57 Chevy convertible flying several battle flags; four re-enactor groups: the Confederate Guard, Lee’s Lieutenants, the Dixie Rose Relief Society, and 1st Maryland Regiment, Gray’s Brigade.  There were a total of 85 participants in this year’s parade.  This was the fifth participation of the R.E. Lee Camp and the Samuel Cooper Chapter in the National Memorial Day parade in Washington D.C.  In all instances the participation of all the groups was cheered and applauded by the parade viewers.
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Shown to the right, marching on Constitution Avenue in front of the White House is the color guard of the R.E. Lee Camp.  Left to right: Phil Logan, Chuck Fedorko, Carroll Kisser, Scott Van Ness.  All are members of the R.E. Lee Camp except Mr. Fedorko who is a member of the Frank Stringfellow Camp.    Following the color guard are Mr. and Mrs. William Wilson Price.  Mr. Price is a member of the Samuel Cooper Chapter of the Military Order of Stars and Bars.
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Led by Ray Rooks, Color Sergeant, the Maryland Division Color Guard, Sons of Confederate Veterans, returned for its second year.  Ray said, “No question, we will be back next year.”  
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